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NON-DISCRIMINATORY ADMISSION POLICY - 2023 - version 1.0
1. PREAMBLE |
Education is a fundamental right, and every individual must be provided with equal opportunity to
pursue higher learning irrespective of caste, religion, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic background,
or physical, sensory, cognitive, or learning disabilities. Discrimination in any form is a violation of
human dignity and contradicts the core values of inclﬁsiveness, equity, and justice.
The Karpagam Academy of Higher Education (KAHE) recognizes its social, ethical, and constitutional
responsibility to ensure that all applicants are treated fairly during the admission process. The
institution acknowledges that students from marginalized groups often face systemic barriers, stigma,
and exclusion that limit their participation in higher education.
This policy, therefore, seeks to establish a transparent, inclusive, and equitable admission framework
that addresses discrimination and ensures that every eligible student has equal access to educational

opportunities.

2. OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Non-Discriminatory Admission Policy are:
e To ensure that admissions are carried out solely based on merit, eligibility, and
government-approved reservation norms, without any bias or prejudice.
* To provide an inclusive environment where applicants from diverse backgrounds feel

safe, respected, and supported.

¢ To address and prevent discriminatory practices—direct or indirect—during all stages of
the admission process.
e To promote equal access for students from socially, economically, and physically

marginalized communities.

* Touphold the principles of fairness, transparency, and accountability in admissions.
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3. SCOPE

This policy applies to:

e All applicants seeking admission to undergraduate, postgraduate, diploma, certification,
and research programmes
e All faculty members, administrative staff, and admission committee personnel involved in

the admission process

4. POLICY GUIDELINES

4.1 Equal Opportunity and Non-Discrimination

KAHE is committed to ensuring that admissions are conducted in a manner that provides equal

opportunity to all applicants, regardless of:

Gender, gender identity, or sexual orientation
Caste, religion, race, ethnicity, or language

Social or ’economic background

Disability (physical, sensory, cognitive, or learning)
Age or marital status

Any other factor unrelated to academic merit and government eligibility norms

All applicants will be evaluated solely on eligibility criteria, academic performance, and government-

approved reservation guidelines.

4.2 Transparent Admission Process

* Admission procedures, eligibility criteria, important dates, and selection norms shall be
publicly displayed on the institution’s website and notice boards.

e The selection process shall be standardized, objective, and free from personal bias.

‘¢ Any changes to admission norms shall be published well in advance.

4.3 Reservation and Relaxation as per Government Norms

KAHE shall strictly adhere to government policies regarding:
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* Reservation categories (SC, ST, OBC, EWS, Persons with Disabilities, etc.)
e Relaxation in marks, age, or eligibility criteria |
e Supernumerary seats where applicable
All applicants eligible under these categories shall receive full, consideration and support in
accordance with constitutional and statutory provisions.
4.4 Inclusive Admission for Persons with Disabilities
e All students with disabilities shall be provided equal opportunity to participate in the
admission process.
e KAHE will ensure accessibility during admissions through ramps, support personnel,
scribes, assistive technologies, and barrier-free digital platforms.
* Relaxations and concessions for persons with disabilities shall be provided as per UGC
and government norms.
4.5 Anti-Bias Training for Admission Personnel
Faculty and administrative staff involved in admissions shall receive:
¢ Orientation on inclusive admission practices.
e Scnsitization workshops on discrimination, unconscious bias, and respectful
communication.
¢ Training on handling applications from marginalized groups.
4.6 Confidentiality of Applicant Information
e Sensitive information such as caste, disability status, health information, and socio-
economic background shall remain confidential.
* Such information shall only be used for eligibility determination and reservation
purposes, in accordance with institutional and legal guidelines.
4.7 Supi:ort for Economically Disadvantaged Applicants
KAHE shall ensure:

* Availability of scholarships, fee concessions, and financial support schemes.
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* Guidance and counselling for students requiring economic assistance.

» Comprehensive support is available to ensure that financial constraints do ot prevent
deserving students from accessing higher education.

4.8 Complaint Redressal Mechanism

¢ An Internal Non-Discrimination Committee will be constituted to receive and address
complaints related to bias or unfair treatment during admissions.

e Students may file complaints anonymously through the grievance portal or in writing.

* The committee shall investigate and resolve grievances within a stipulated time frame

through fair and transparent procedures.

5. MONITORING AND REVIEW
* The institution will periodically review the admission process to ensure compliance with
this policy.
. Annu;ll reports on admission equity and inclusion will be submitted to the University
authorities.

» Feedback from stakeholders will be incorporated to strengthen the policy.

6. CONCLUSION

KAHE is committed to fostering an academic environment grounded in fairness, equality, and
inclusiveness. This Non-Discriminatory Admission Policy ensures that all students—irrespective of
background or personal circumstances—receive equal opportunity to pursue higher education and

contribute meaningfully to society.

Approved by: 44" meeting held on 30.12.2023 of the BoM of Karpagam Academy of Higher
Education
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