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DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION POLICY - 2023 - version 1.0

1. PREAMBLE

Karpagam Academy of Higher Education (KAHE) is committed to fostering an inclusive, equitable,
and accessible academic environment that upholds the dignity and rights of persons with disabilities.
In alignment with the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act (RPwD Act, 2016), UGC guidelines, and
national policies on inclusive education, KAHE ensures that all students with disabilities receive
reasonable accommodations to enable full participation in academic, co-curricular, and campus life.
Disability is not viewed as an individual deficit but as a condition resulting from interaction between
impairments and societal barriers. KAHE recognizes its responsibility to remove these barriers and

provide appropriate support to ensure equality of opportunity.

2. OBJECTIVES
This policy aims to:
* Ensure that students with disabilities have equal access to education, campus facilities,
and learning opportunities.
e Provide reasonable, need-based accommodations based on medical or disability
certification.
e Create a barrier-free, accessible physical and digital campus environment.
e Promote awareness, sensitivity, and responsible conduct among faculty, staff, and
students.
e Support students with disabilities through academic, i)sychological, and technological

assistance.

3. SCOPE
This policy applies to:

¢ All students with disabilities enrolled in any academic programme
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¢ All faculty, administrative staff, departments, and support services
* All types of disabilities as defined in the RPwD Act, 2016, including but not limited to:
o Physical disabilities
o Visual, hearing, and speech impairments
o Intellectual and learning disabilities
o Neurological and blood disorders

o Mental health conditions

4. DEFINITION OF DISABILITY

A student with a disability is defined as any person who has at least 40% disability certified by a
competent medical authority, as per RPwD Act, 2016. However, KAHE also supports students with
less than 40% disability by offering need-based accommodations wherever feasible, ensuring that all

learners receive appropriate support. -

5. POLICY GUIDELINES
5.1 Barrier-Free Physical Access
KAHE shall ensure:
e Ramps, rails, elevators, and accessible pathways for mobility
* Reserved seating in classrooms, auditoriums, and examination halls
e Accessible hostel rooms and restrooms for students with disabilities
e Transportation support or priority movement assistance when needed
5.2 Academic Accommodations
Depending on the nature of the disability, KAHE may provide:
e [Extra time in examinations
e Scribe/reader assistance
* Use of assistive devices during classes and exams

e TFlexible deadlines and modified assignment formats
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e Accessible classroom seating
e Alternative evaluation methods (oral exams, viva, project—ba_sed. assessments)
e Lecture notes and reading materials in accessible formats (Braille, large print, audio,
digital text)
5.3 Assistive Technologies

KAHE shall provide access to:
® Screen-reading software such as NVDA for visually impaired students
e Speech-to-text and text-to-speech tools
e Hearing aids or amplification devices (case-based)
®  Accessible computer labs
e Digital learning materials compatible with assistive technologies
® Accessible website design compliant with WCAG guidelines
5.4 Examination Accommodations ‘
The following accommodations may be provided:
e Additional exam time (minimum 20-30% as per norms)
® Scribe or reader support
e Use of assistive software/devices
® Separate examination room for minimal distractions
e Permission for breaks or medical attention if required
e Alternate modes of assessment based on disability severity
5.5 Support Services
KAHE will ensure:
e Disability Support Cell with designated staff/coordinator
. Counselling and psychological support
* Orientation programmes for new students with disabih'»ties

e Peer support or buddy system
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e Skill-development programmes (including sign language training)
5.6 Faculty and Staff Sensitization
Regular workshops will be conducted on:

e Understanding disability and inclusive practices

e Teaching-learning accommodations

* Use of assistive technologies

» Creating accessible course content

¢ Preventing stigma, bias, and discrimination through awareness and education

5.7 Accommodation Request Process
Students may apply for disability accommodations by:

e Submitring a valid disability certificate

e Tilling the Accommodation Request Form

e Meeting the Disability Support Cell for a needs assessment

e Receiving an approved Support Plan

* All information will be treated confidentially and with respect for student privacy.

5.8 Confidentiality and Non-Discrimination

e Disclosure of disability status is voluntary and confidential.

e The institution is committed to ensuring that students receive full support and equal
opportunity 1n admission, classroom interactions, examinations, and placement,
regardless of disability status.

5.9 Grievance and Redressal

A Disability Grievance Committee shall address:
e Concerns regarding accommodations
. Accessibility-related challenges

e Any treatment inconsistent with this policy
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All grievances will be addressed through fair investigation procedures and constructive resolution

within a reasonable time frame.

6. RESPONSIBILITIES
Institution
e Ensure full compliance with the RPwD Act, UGC norms, and accessibility standards.
e Monitor implementation of accommodations and campus accessibility through systematic

review.

e Provide accessible teaching-learning materials.

e Cooperate with accommodation requirements.

e Encourage an inclusive classroom culture.
Students with Disabilities

e Provide necessary documentation.

e Request accommodations in advance.

e Use support services responsibly.

7. MONITORING AND REVIEW
e Annual review of the policy by the Disability Support Cell.
® Periodic accessibility audits of campus and digital platforms.

e Update of assistive technologies based on availability and need.

8. CONCLUSION

KAHE is committed to creating a supportive, accessible, and inclusive academic environment where
students with disabilities can thrive without barriers. This policy ensures respect, dignity, equal
opportunity, and meaningful participation for all learners, reinforcing the institution’s commitment

to social responsibility and inclusive education.

Approved by: 44 meeting held on 30.12.2023 of the BoM of Karpagam Academy of Higher

Education
IR,

Dr. S. RAVI '~
REGISTRAR
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