KARPAGAM ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION

INDICATOR 17.2.2: CROSS-SECTORAL DIALOGUE ABOUT SDGs

Indicator Definition and Multi-Stakeholder Engagement

This indicator evaluates whether HEIs initiate and participate in cross-sectoral dialogues about SDGs,
bringing together diverse stakeholders—government agencies, NGOs, private sector, civil society,
academia, international organizations—for knowledge exchange, partnership building, and coordinated
action. Conferences, forums, workshops, and convenings involving multiple sectors demonstrate

institutional commitment to facilitating SDG collaboration.

KAHE’s Cross-Sectoral Dialogue Initiatives

1. Indian International Science Festival (IISF) 2024 Participation:

Event: IISF 2024, Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati, Assam (December 1-3, 2024)

KAHE Representation: Dr. P. Karthik, Associate Professor and Head, Department of Food Technology,
Faculty of Engineering

Role: Invited lecture on “S&T Interventions for Livelihood and Entrepreneurship Development” and

jury member for Young Scientist Conclave
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Cross-Sectoral Participants: - Government: Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Earth
Sciences, Department of Biotechnology, Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) -
Academia: IITs, NITs, central HEIs, state HEIs, research institutions across India - Private Sector:
Technology companies, startups, industry associations - Civil Society: Science NGOs, grassroots

innovation networks, community organizations
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SDG Focus: Event directly addressed multiple SDGs: - SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth):
Strategies leveraging science and technology for livelihood generation and entrepreneurship; SDG 9
(Industry, Innovation, Infrastructure): Innovation ecosystems supporting startups and technology

ventures; SDG 17 (Partnerships): Cross-sectoral collaboration models for SDG implementation

KAHE Contribution: - Presented case studies on agricultural technology innovations (food processing,
post-harvest management, value addition) creating livelihood opportunities for rural communities -
Discussed university-industry-community partnership models enabling technology transfer and
entrepreneurship - Evaluated young scientist innovations assessing SDG alignment, scalability potential,

and commercialization pathways

Outcomes: - Enhanced KAHE’s national visibility as SDG implementation partner - Networking with
government agencies and research institutions opening collaboration opportunities - Student exposure

(accompanying students attended conclave) to national science and innovation ecosystem

2. National and Regional Conference Organization and Participation:
KAHE regularly hosts and participates in conferences addressing SDG themes:

Conferences Hosted (2023-24):

National Conference on Sustainable Engineering and Technology (NCSET 2024): - Two-day conference
bringing together 300+ participants (faculty, researchers, industry professionals, policymakers) from
across India - Sessions on renewable energy technologies, green building, sustainable materials, water
and waste management, sustainable transportation - Government officials from TNPCB, Tamil Nadu
Energy Development Agency presented on state sustainability policies - Industry representatives shared
case studies on corporate sustainability initiatives - Academic researchers presented cutting-edge
sustainability research - Outcome: Published conference proceedings; identified collaboration

opportunities; policy recommendations submitted to state government

International Webinar Series on SDGs: - Monthly webinars throughout academic year featuring
international experts on SDG topics - Cross-sectoral panels including academics, NGO practitioners,
government officials, private sector representatives - Open access enabling participation from diverse
audiences (students, faculty, community members, professionals) - Topics: Climate adaptation strategies,

circular economy models, inclusive education, gender equity in STEM, sustainable supply chains

SDG 17: PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS 2



KARPAGAM ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION

Participation in External Conferences:
KAHE faculty participate as speakers, panelists, and delegates in SDG-focused conferences:
e UN SDG Summit Side Events (virtual participation): Faculty contributed to online dialogues on
higher education’s role in SDG implementation
e  CII Sustainability Summit: Faculty presented on university sustainability best practices, engaged
in discussions on university-industry SDG partnerships
e State-Level SDG Stakeholder Consultations: Faculty representation in Tamil Nadu government

consultations on SDG localization

3. Multi-Stakeholder Campus Workshops:

KAHE organizes campus workshops convening diverse stakeholders:

Annual Sustainability Stakeholder Dialogue: - Day-long event bringing together campus community
(students, faculty, staff, administration) and external partners (local government officials, NGO
representatives, industry partners, community leaders) - Structured dialogue identifying sustainability
priorities, sharing progress, soliciting feedback, co-creating action plans - Breakout sessions on specific
SDGs (SDG 3 Health, SDG 5 Gender Equality, SDG 7 Energy, SDG 13 Climate Action) - Outcome:

Updated campus sustainability strategic plan reflecting multi-stakeholder input

Industry-Academia Roundtables: - Quarterly roundtables with industry partners discussing SDG-
relevant challenges (energy efficiency, waste management, water conservation, sustainable supply
chains) - Faculty present research addressing industry challenges; industry provides problem definitions,
data access, piloting opportunities - Collaborative projects resulting from dialogues (joint research,

student internships, technology demonstration projects)

4. Community Town Halls:
KAHE conducts town halls in adopted UBA villages facilitating dialogue among: - Village residents
(farmers, women’s self-help groups, youth, elderly) - Local government (Panchayat officials, block

development officers) - NGO partners working in villages - KAHE faculty and students

Purpose: - Identifying community development priorities aligned with SDGs - Co-designing
interventions responsive to community needs and contexts - Monitoring progress on ongoing programs
(health camps, skill training, water and sanitation projects) - Building trust, accountability, and sustained

partnerships
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