KARPAGAM ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION

INDICATOR 17.2.5: COLLABORATION WITH NGOs FOR SDGs

Indicator Definition and NGO Partnership Modalities

This indicator evaluates whether HEIs collaborate with NGOs to tackle SDGs through: student
volunteering programs providing hands-on learning while delivering community services; research
programs generating evidence on NGO program effectiveness and community development challenges;
and development of educational resources building capacity in communities and supporting NGO

missions.

KAHE’s NGO Collaboration Programs

1. Student Volunteering Programs with NGO Partners:

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA) Village Adoption:

KAHE adopted 5 villages under UBA (Government of India flagship program linking higher education
institutions with rural communities for development):

Villages: Malumachampatti, Othakkalm and gai, Kanuvai, Periyakalam, Chinnakalam (Coimbatore
District)

NGO Partnerships: KAHE collaborates with local NGOs (Tamil Nadu Rural Women Empowerment

Association, village-level community-based organizations) implementing programs.

Student Volunteer Activities:

e Health and Wellness: - Medical Camps: Students from Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Medical
Laboratory Technology programs volunteer in quarterly health camps providing health
screenings (blood pressure, diabetes, anemia testing), preventive care education, medication
dispensing. August 28, 2024 camp: 150 villagers screened; students gained clinical exposure
while addressing rural health access gaps.

e Women’s Health Retreats: Nursing and Public Health students organize women’s health
sessions addressing reproductive health, maternal nutrition, hygiene, NCDs. june 22, 2024
Women Wellness Huddle: 80 women participated; discussions on menstrual health,
contraception, cervical cancer screening. Students developed culturally appropriate health
education materials.

e Education and Skill Development: - Adult Literacy Classes: Education students conduct adult
literacy programs teaching reading, writing, basic numeracy to women and elderly who missed
formal schooling. Volunteers develop teaching materials, track progress, celebrate

achievements.
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e Computer Literacy: Computer Science students teach basic computer skills (typing, internet
usage, email, online government services) at village community centers. Bridging digital divide
enabling villagers to access information, online banking, e-governance services.

e Vocational Skills: Food Technology students train women’s self-help groups in food
preservation, processing, packaging (making pickles, jams, snacks) creating income-generating
opportunities. Business students teach basic accounting, marketing, pricing strategies for micro-
enterprises.

e Environmental Sustainability: - Tree Plantation Drives: Students plant trees in villages
(coordinated with NGO partners identifying locations, procuring saplings, organizing
community participation). June I and 27, 2024 plantations: 150+ trees planted; November 12,
2024: 100+ trees. Total 1,053 trees planted across campus and villages. Students educate villagers
on environmental conservation.

¢ Cleaning Campaigns: Students organize village cleaning drives (removing litter, clearing
drainage, promoting waste segregation). June 29, 2024 Malumachampatti campaign: 200+
students and villagers participated; collected 500 kg waste properly disposed. Raised awareness
on Swachh Bharat (Clean India) mission.

e Awareness Programs: - Autism Awareness (April 7, 2024): Psychology students organized
session educating village families on autism spectrum disorder, reducing stigma, connecting
families to resources.

¢ Drug Abuse Prevention (June 26, 2024): Counseling students conducted awareness on substance
abuse risks, prevention strategies, rehabilitation resources.

e Girl Child Safety (August 30, 2024): Women’s Studies students organized program on child
protection, recognizing abuse, reporting mechanisms, legal rights.

e International Yoga Day Celebration (June 21, 2024): Yoga instructors and students led
community yoga sessions promoting physical and mental health.

e Student Learning Outcomes: - Experiential learning complementing classroom theory -
Development of empathy, cultural competency, social responsibility - Professional skills
(communication, teamwork, problem-solving, leadership) - Career discernment (many students
pursuing careers in public health, social work, development sector inspired by volunteer
experiences)

e Community Outcomes: - Improved health access and health literacy - Enhanced skills and
livelihood opportunities - Strengthened environmental consciousness - Greater social cohesion

through university-community partnership
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1. Research Programs with NGOs:
Collaborative Research on Community Development:
KAHE faculty conduct research in partnership with NGOs addressing SDG-relevant questions:
Women’s Empowerment Impact Assessment:
e Partnership with Tamil Nadu Rural Women Empowerment Association assessing impacts of
women’s self-help group programs on economic empowerment, decision-making autonomy,

health outcomes.
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e Research methods: Surveys, focus groups, participatory research methods involving women as
co-researchers.

e Findings: Documented income increases, enhanced agency, improved child nutrition and
education in families where women gained economic independence.

e Utilization: NGO wuses findings for program improvement, resource mobilization

(demonstrating impacts to funders), advocacy with government for policy support
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Rural Health Needs Assessment:
e Collaborative research with local health NGOs assessing healthcare access barriers, disease
prevalence, health-seeking behaviors in adopted villages.
e Findings: Identified transportation as major barrier; lack of female health providers deterring
women from seeking care; limited awareness of preventive health services.
e Utilization: Informed design of mobile health camps, training female community health

workers, health education campaigns

Sustainable Agriculture Research:
e Partnership with agricultural NGOs testing sustainable farming practices (organic methods,

water-efficient irrigation, integrated pest management) with farmer groups - Research
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documenting crop yields, input costs, environmental impacts, farmer adoption barriers and
facilitators.

e Findings: Some practices increased yields and reduced costs; others faced labor, knowledge, or
market constraints.

e Utilization: NGO adapted extension approaches based on research insights; scaled successful

Ppractices

NGO Capacity Building Through Research:
e KAHE provides research training to NGO staff (research design, data collection methods,
analysis techniques, ethical considerations)
e Strengthening NGO monitoring and evaluation capacity enabling evidence-based programming

and accountability to stakeholders

3. Development of Educational Resources with NGOs:

Health Education Materials:

KAHE Pharmacy and Public Health faculty collaborate with health NGOs developing culturally
appropriate health education materials (posters, pamphlets, videos) in Tamil language on topics
including nutrition, sanitation, maternal and child health, chronic disease prevention - Materials

distributed by NGOs in communities; used in health camps, workshops, door-to-door outreach

Environmental Education Curriculum:

Partnership with environmental NGOs developing environmental education modules for schools and
community groups - Topics: Waste management, water conservation, biodiversity, climate change -
Materials include activity guides, visual aids, simplified science explanations accessible to varied literacy

levels

Livelihood Training Manuals:
Food Technology faculty develop training manuals for food processing enterprises (safety and hygiene,
quality control, packaging, marketing) used by NGOs in vocational training programs for women and

youth

Digital Educational Resources:
Computer Science students develop mobile apps and websites for NGOs providing information on
government schemes, health services, legal rights, agricultural best practices - Low-bandwidth designs

accessible on basic smartphones in areas with poor internet connectivity
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