KARPAGAM ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION

INDICATOR 174.3: SDG EDUCATION FOR WIDER COMMUNITY (ALUMNI, LOCAL
COMMUNITY, REFUGEES)

Indicator Definition and Inclusive Education

This indicator evaluates whether HEIs provide outreach educational activities on SDGs for wider
community beyond enrolled students, including: alumni (maintaining engagement and enabling
continued learning); local residents (building community capacity, fostering informed citizenship); and

displaced people and refugees (addressing educational access for marginalized populations).

KAHE’s Community SDG Education Programs

1. Alumni SDG Education and Engagement:

Alumni Continuing Education Programs:

KAHE offers alumni workshops, webinars, and short courses on emerging SDG topics:

Topics (2024): - Renewable Energy Policy and Markets - Sustainable Business Practices and ESG
Reporting - Climate Resilience Strategies for Businesses - Gender Equity in the Workplace - Public
Health Preparedness and Response

Participation: 250+ alumni attended programs (in-person and virtual)

Alumni Networks for SDG Action:

KAHE facilitates alumni networks organizing around SDG themes:

KAHE Sustainability Alumni Network: - Connects alumni working in sustainability-related fields
(renewable energy, environmental consulting, public health, social enterprises, sustainable agriculture)
- Networking events, job posting boards, mentorship programs connecting students with sustainability
professionals - Advocacy: Alumni petition for enhanced campus sustainability, providing pro bono
consulting on KAHE sustainability projects

Social Impact Alumni Circle: - Alumni working in NGOs, social enterprises, government development
agencies - Organize volunteer projects, fundraising campaigns for community development initiatives -

Guest lectures sharing career pathways in social impact sectors inspiring current students

2. Local Community SDG Education:

Community Workshops and Awareness Programs:

KAHE conducts free community education programs:

Health Education Sessions: - Open community workshops on topics including nutrition, diabetes
management, maternal and child health, mental health awareness, cancer prevention - Led by
Pharmacy, Nursing, and Public Health faculty and students - Participation: 600+ community members
(2024)

Environmental Education Programs:
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Swachhata Hi Seva (Cleanliness is Service) Awareness Rally (October 1, 2024): - Event: Awareness
program and rally organized by NSS (National Service Scheme) students - Participants: 300+ students
and community members - Activities: Speeches on cleanliness, environmental conservation, waste
segregation demonstrations, pledge for Swachh Bharat (Clean India) - Impact: Raised community
awareness on SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities), SDG 12 (Responsible
Consumption)

World Conservation Day (July 23, 2024): - Event: Public awareness program on biodiversity
conservation, ecosystem protection, climate action - Participants: 200 students, faculty, community
members - Activities: Expert talks on conservation, nature documentary screening, tree planting,
wildlife protection pledge - Impact: Enhanced environmental consciousness aligned with SDG 13
(Climate Action), SDG 15 (Life on Land)

International Yoga Day Community Celebration (June 21, 2024): - Event: Free community yoga session
promoting physical and mental health - Participants: 150 community members - Alignment with SDG
3 (Good Health and Well-Being)

Financial Literacy Programs: - Workshops teaching community members financial management,
savings, accessing government schemes, digital banking - Particularly targeting women’s self-help
groups enabling economic empowerment (SDG 1 Poverty, SDG 5 Gender Equality, SDG 8 Economic
Growth)

Digital Literacy Programs: - Teaching community members (particularly elderly and rural populations)
basic computer skills, internet usage, accessing e-governance services, online learning - Bridging digital
divide (SDG 4 Quality Education, SDG 10 Reduced Inequalities)

School Outreach:

KAHE conducts educational programs in government schools (under-resourced schools serving
economically disadvantaged students):

STEM Education Workshops: - Science experiments, robotics demonstrations, coding tutorials sparking
interest in STEM fields - Reach: 2,800 girls across 8 schools (encouraging women in STEM aligned with
SDG 5)

Environmental Education in Schools: - Interactive sessions on climate change, biodiversity, water
conservation, waste management - Student-led activities (tree planting, school campus cleanups,
environmental clubs) - Reach: 1,500+ school students

Career Guidance: - University faculty and students visit schools explaining higher education pathways,
career options, scholarship opportunities - Demystifying university education for first-generation

college-bound students (SDG 4 Quality Education, SDG 10 Reduced Inequalities)
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Public Lectures and Webinars:

KAHE hosts public lectures by sustainability experts, policymakers, activists open to community: -
Topics: Renewable energy transitions, climate adaptation, sustainable livelihoods, social justice - Virtual
options enabling participation from distant locations - Recorded lectures posted on university YouTube

channel enabling asynchronous learning

3. Education for Displaced People and Refugees:

While Coimbatore does not host large refugee populations, KAHE demonstrates commitment through:
Support for Internally Displaced Students:

KAHE provides admission and scholarship support for students displaced by natural disasters, conflict,
or economic crises: - Special provisions for students from flood-affected areas, drought-stricken regions,
regions experiencing civil unrest - Tuition waivers, hostel accommodation support, counseling services
addressing trauma - Enrolled 15 displaced students (2023-24) providing educational continuity
Advocacy and Awareness:

KAHE organizes awareness programs on forced displacement, refugee rights, humanitarian crises: -
World Refugee Day observance: Discussions on global displacement crisis, refugee experiences,
responsibilities toward displaced populations - Fundraising for relief organizations supporting refugees
globally

Potential Future Programming:

KAHE exploring partnerships with UNHCR (UN Refugee Agency) and refugee-serving NGOs to: - Offer
online courses accessible to refugee populations in camps or resettlement areas - Provide scholarships
for refugee students seeking higher education - Engage faculty and students in research supporting

refugee education, livelihoods, integration
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