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A patent is an exclusive right granted by a country to the owner of an invention to make, use, 

manufacture and market the invention, provided the invention satisfies certain conditions 

stipulated in the law.  It is briefly Explained by Lt.Dr. K.P. Sridhar  Exclusive right implies 

that no one else can make, use, manufacture or market the invention without the consent of the 

patent holder. This right is available for a limited period of time. In spite of the ownership of 

the rights, the use or exploitation of the rights by the owner of the patent may not be possible 

due to other laws of the country which has awarded the patent. These laws may relate to health, 

safety, food, security etc. Further, existing patents in similar area may also come in the way. A 

patent in the law is a property right and hence, can be gifted, inherited, assigned, sold or 

licensed. As the right is conferred by the State, it can be revoked by the State under very special 

circumstances even if the patent has been sold or licensed or manufactured or marketed in the 

meantime. The patent right is territorial in nature and inventors/their assignees will have to file 

separate patent applications in countries of their interest, along with necessary fees, for 

obtaining patents in those countries. A new chemical process or a drug molecule or an 

electronic circuit or a new surgical instrument or a vaccine is a patentable subject matter 

provided all the stipulations of the law are satisfied.


