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Event Writeup — International conference on “Biochemical understanding of
Cancer Cell survival and progression”

The event started with the inauguration session, the head of the Department of
Biochemistry, Dr. K. Devaki, welcomed the eminent speakers and scholars gathered for the
conference which is followed by presidential address by the Vice Chancellor Dr. S.
Sudalaimuthu, Dean FASH, Dr. M. Palaniswamy and Registrar, Dr. R. Sundararajan offered
felicitation address. Organizing Secretary Dr. K. Poornima anchored the event and highlighted
the significance of the conference. The inaugural lecture was delivered by Woo-Yoon Park on
“Fused Tose Homolog, A Novel oncoprotein involve in the progression of cervical cancer”.
Organizing Secretary Dr. M. Sridhar Muthusami delivered the Vote of Thanks.

Invited lecture 1 is delivered by Prof. N. Selvamurugan on the regulation of transforming
growth factor - B 1 - stimulation activating transcription factor 3 in human breast cancer cells. He
has highlighted the significance of TGF-B on the variety of signaling molecule activation in
breast cancer and answered several questions raised by delegates and researchers after that oral
presentation by research scholars were done. A total of 4 presentations were included in the
session which was chaired by Prof. Woo-Yoon Park and Prof. N. Selvamurugan. They raised
several clarifications and offered new strategies to further their research. The evaluations of the
oral presentations were sealed and sent to the scrutiny committee.

After lunch Dr. B. Ravi Sankar, University of Madras talked about the utility of
Glycogen synthase kinase-3p (GSK-3p): a tumor suppressor in hormone-dependent breast cancer
cell line (MCF-7). He also touched upon the role of GSKB on breast cancer dependency on
hormone such as estradiols and progesterone. Very importantly he offered few suggestions to
circumvent triple negative breast cancers. After answering the questions, he offered to take few
scholars for training at his department.

This was followed by a lecture from Dr. R. Ilangovan entitled “From Benign to
Malignancy: decoding the mechanism of tumor progression” where he talked about Wnt
signaling and Whnt inhibiting factors as therapeutic targets for oral and cervical cancer
progression and highlighted the significance of senescence as novel strategy to circumvent
cancer. After that oral presentation by research scholars were done. A total of 4 presentations
were included in this session which was chaired by Prof. Ravi Sankar and R. Ilangovan. They
raised several clarifications and offered new strategies to further their research. The evaluations
of the oral presentations were sealed and sent to the scrutiny committee.

The second day started with the lecture of Prof. Rakesh Kumar on biology and
therapeutic targeting of p21 associated kinases. He has enlightened the audience with his vast
knowledge in his field and shared his experience Nobel laureates during his academics and
research journey. In addition and interacted with the interested researches and gave solutions to
their practical problems after the lecture. This was followed by a lecture by Prof. Michael
Aruldhas on sex steroids and thyroid cancer where he has highlighted several reasons for the
gender preponderance of thyroid cancer incidence in women. Specifically he talked about the AR
and ER expressions pattern difference as a prognostic marker for the onset of the disease. His
expertise in this area using in-vivo, in-vitro and clinical studies was lucidly conveyed to the
participants and answered several thought provoking questions. This is followed by oral
presentation a total of 4 presentations were included in this session which was chaired by Prof.



Rakesh Kumar and Prof. M. Michael Aruldhas. They raised several clarifications and offered
new strategies to further their research. The evaluations of the oral presentations were sealed and
sent to the scrutiny committee.

The delegates took a break for lunch and several discussions regarding the significance of
focused learning and the importance of clinicians and researchers gathering to address specific
initiatives were discussed during lunch.

After lunch Dr. E.M. Shanker, Dr. S. Yuvaraj and Dr. Indrani. C delivered lectures on
Hyperinicin - Photodynamic therapy leads to apoptosis HepG2 cells via induction of IL-6 and
cytotoxic ROS: newer mechanism of anti-tumor immunity in Hepatocellular carcinoma and
Squamous cell carcinoma and bone destruction and gene signature. That drives Castration
recurrent prostate cancer respectively. They also served as judges for the poster presentation,
which was parallelly conducted during the afternoon session and suggested 3 researchers for the
best presentation on several assessment criteria and conveyed the decision to the organizing
committee members.

After all the scientific deliberations, cultural programs was conducted which included
several means highlighting the societal responsibilities of researchers and humanity in general,
dance programs and few songs from different cultural background of Indian states.

The delegates gathered on the third day to the venue and visited Isha Yoga and went back
at 12 noon. After lunch Professor Vaseeharan gave a lecture on control effects of nanoparticles
towards cancer cell lines. The sealed cover containing the evaluations of oral presentations and
opened and the judges of various sessions discussed on various aspects and recommended 3
winners on oral presentations to organizing committee members. The valedictory function was
conducted where the prizes for oral and poster presentations were announced and Dr. K.
Poornima, Organizing Secretary thank all the delegates and requested to give feedback on
various aspects and promised to address any shortcomings in the future events.

Prof. Woo-Yoon Park is presenting the Honouring the speakers
lecture at the conference
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